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Plumbing + Septic

Proper Care And Feeding Of Your Septic System

To extend the life of your on-site sewage system, save on maintenance costs and
protect water quality.

The average home with two baths and three occupants will produce over 85,000 gallons
of wastewater annually. This is 250 to 300 gallons per day! A septic tank is a living
filter that separates scum, solids and pretreats wastewater before it flows out into the
drain-field for final purification. It takes 24 to 48 howrs for this process. Even a good
system not cared for may become a neighborhood health hazard and an expensive
problem. Failed systems may cause ground and surface water pollution and costly
property damage. It is important to maintain your septic system.
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Your Septic Tank
Where Bacteria does [ts job.

Tha septic 1ank & a large, underground, watertgii container.
Al ol the weshesusiar trom your bodiet, bath, kiichen and lsandry
flowe into the tank. Heavy sollds settle to the bottom of the
whers baciena reducs them to sludge and gasses. Lightar
solids such as grease nse o the 1op and form a scum layer
Solids that do not decompoza remain in the tanic H the solids
are not removed by perodsc pamping {every 3-5 years),

thay will aptamulate and

evantualy overfiow into

the drain fiald, which

Can cause extansive

damage.

Drain Field

The waslewater that laves the septic
tank Is & houid called etlluant. The sod in
the drain fiekd provides the final treatmend
and disposal of the septic tank etuent. The drzin field Ras &
natwork ol parforated pipes Lid imgraved filed trenches in tha
goll. The ettluent freckles owt of the pipes, through the gravel
and Into the saoil.
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When to Pump Your Septic Tank

Unce & year, Inspect the tank ywoursalt or have & saphic tank
technician check the kveks. Also, parodically irspect the drain
field areas for odors, wet =pols or surfating sewage. State and
County reguletions may reguirg Inspeciions more frequently on
s0ma gystems

1. When the bottom of the scum is within 3" of the
bottam of the outlet device, the tank should be

pumped.

lo megsue scum accamulation, rall & 3" square block to 2 &'
pola and poke the block throwgh tha scum layer. Carelully move
tee peoike Lp 2nd down to 1e2| the racstance &5 you move the
tock up against the boflom of the scum lyer. Mark that place
on the pole that (s level with ground.  Then Teel around Tor the
boftom of the autlet pipe and maek that kayed an the pola, if the
two marks are 3" or less aparl, your tank naeds 1o be pumped.

2. When the top of the sludge layer is within 12 of the
bottom of the outhet. the tank should be pamped.

lo check tha sludge level, wrap a reQ anownd the bottom J feal
of the & pole and fasten it with B3p2. Push the towel down ta
the2 bt of the tank and twir It Mark the pole at the ground
lewal. Full it out 2Her 3 feay maneres and messure the diflerance
babwesan the 1op of the sludge leyer (the top of the black
maberiel an the toaelp and the botiom of the outlel pipe (marked
wihen you checked the sludge level). IF Ehis dstance s 127 or
lesa, hawve your tank pumped.

Typical Septic Tank

Altarnative sysieme such as grinder pumg
syslems, slep systems, and mamy other seplic
syeirms have difterent tank condigurations
than ehown here. The reminders In this
orochure sl apply.
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Septic System Reminders

DO

To extend the life of your on-site sewage system, save on
maintenance caosts, and protect water quality:

i.

Inspect Your System Once Each Year

{ienerally, septic fanks should ba pumped avery thres to five years,
Inspection, by you or a professional, may shaw that you need to
pump mong less olten. Regular pumping ensunes thal solids will
nat flow from the septic tank inta tha drain field.

. Pump Out Your Septic Tank When Needed.

Chom't wiail undil you have a problem. Rouling pumping can prevent
systam faibures. |f you can't remamber when your fank was kst
pumped, your saptic sysiam may be living on barrowed fime.

. Heap Accurate Records

Keep a diagram of your system’s locztion and keep a recard of
system maintenance far future owners, Keep this information in
the howse, (Weve Incluted space i this brochuene o make

this simple. ]

- Practice Water Conservation

The less wastawater wou produce, the lees straln on your system
By reducing your waler use, you can exbend ihe lite of yawr drain
fiedd and decraase the possibility of system failura.

. Check with a Certified Septic Technician for help with

System Problems

System Failure

If you notice any of these waming signs contact 3 professional sepiic
campary immediately lor assistance.

Qdoes, surfacing sewage, wet spois or lush vepetation
growth in the drain hekd area

Plurnbing or septic lank backups
Gurgling sounds in the plumbing system
Slow draining fixdwres

Once solids have flowed into the drain field and caused
damage, pumping the septic tank will not bring a failed
drain field back to life.

DON'T

1. Don't Put These Into Your System:

* Fats, Grease, Mator Oiks or Fugls

« Dispasable Deapers or Filler Tip Cigaretes
= Coffee Graunds, Egg Shells, Nut Shalls

= Sanitary Napking, Tampons or Condams
* Paper Towels, Rags. Pants or Chemicals

. Keep traffic OFff Your Drain Fleld

Mo vehicles, heavy equipmeant ar livestock because the pressure
Can compact the so0l or damage the system plpes. Do not plant a
garden; consiruct a building or a poal near the sgpbe syslem
without checking with the health dapartmant first.

. Grass is the Best Cover for Your Septic System

Do ned place impermeable ralenials oves youwr drain Field.
Concredn, asphalt and plastic pravent oxygan fram gatting info the
sail. Cwxygen is nesded by bacteria to braak down the sewage.

. Don't Poison Your Septic Tank

Orain cleanars, flor cleanars, tailet bowl cleanars, painis sohvants,
waxes, polishes, coating or strippers may destroy important
Daciena In the septc tank and contamenate ground and

surface waler.

. Don't Use a Garbage Disposal

It acds solids and grease to the system, If 3 garbage disposal Is
uged, more frequent cleaming of the sepbic tank will be required.

. Don't Dispose of Water from Hot Tubs (Spas) Into

the System

The large volume of waler will overtoad the sysbem and the
disinfactand in the spa waber can destray important bactaria n
tha system,

. Keap All Runoff Away from Your System

‘Watar from roafs, driveways and patios could cvarwhedm the drain
field, causing irreversibla damage

. NEVER Entar Any Septic Tank

Poisanous gases ar lack of oxygen can be fatal. Ary wark ta the
ank shauld be done from the outsida,

. Use of Septic Tank Additives is not recommanded on a

regular basis

Additives may provide @ shori-term benedit but create lang-term
protdems. If el contineally these products 4o not reduce the
need far rouling oumoing




Maintenance Record

Description

Location of your septic tank and drainfield

For all your plumbing, rooting
or pumping work, call us!

Tacoma - 253.848.2371
Seattle - 253.838.2359
Toll Free - 800.562.4442

¥ Sanitary, storm and industrial cleaning
» Septic systermn installation

* Drain cleaning service

« Septic tank and greasa trap pumping
* Video pipe inspection

« Submersible pump repair

» High velocity pipe jetting

* Parsonalized maintenance program

# 24 hour service - no additional charge
» Plumbing repairs

* Pipe bursting




